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Professional Interests 
Integrated Ocean Observing Systems; coastal, estuarine, and ocean observations; moorings, autonomous platforms, and 
instrument development; Oceanography of the Caribbean Sea, western tropical Atlantic, and Gulf of Mexico; Ocean 
circulation and heat transport; Ocean data management and visualization systems; western boundary currents; equatorial 
ocean dynamics; Chesapeake Bay and estuarine dynamics, water quality, and ecological monitoring and forecasting;  Offshore 
Wind Data Collection Platforms and Operational Support 
 
Professional Experience 
 
June 2012 - Consultant: Ocean observing system design, implementation, and management; marine instrument and 
sensor development and integration; environmental data management and product and application development; Physical 
Oceanography. 
Chief Science Officer, OCOVI (Ocean and Coastal Observing – Virgin Islands) 2016 - present  
Courtesy Professor, University of the Virgin Islands, Marine and Environmental Science 2019 - present  
Project Coordinator, IOCARIBE-GOOS Regional GOOS Alliance (1998 – 2018) 
Project Lead, IOCARIBE, Observing and Forecasting System for the Tropical Americas and Caribbean, 2022 - present. 
Senior Oceanographer, RPS ASA(2012-2018) 
Advisory Board Member (2019-2020), Hefring Engineering 
Oceanographer, Hefring Engineering, 2023 –  
Principal Investigator, University of the Virgin Islands Ocean Glider Lab, 2022 -  
 
2001 – 2012  Oceanographer (Program Manager, Integrated Coastal Observations Program; Project Manager, Chesapeake 
Bay Interpretive Buoy System; Director, NCBO Coastal Prediction Center) NOAA Chesapeake Bay Office, Annapolis, MD 
 
1982 – 2001         Research Physical Oceanographer, NOAA Atlantic Oceanographic and Meteorological Laboratory 
 
Recent Awards 
• American Meteorological Society Francis W. Reichelderfer Award, 2013 

‘…In recognition of distinguished contributions to the provision of operational environmental services to the public.’ 
• National Ocean Partnership Program Excellence in Partnership Award 2013, “Long-term in situ chemical sensors for 

monitoring nutrients”. Research Team Member 
• CSIRO (Government of Australia) Frohlich Fellowship, 2012 
• NOAA Administrator’s Award, 2007, 2009 
• Co-Author, NOAA OAR Outstanding Scientific Paper Award, 2000: The arrival of recently formed Labrador Sea Water in 

the Deep Western Boundary Current at 26.5E N 
• U.S Department of State, Meritorious Service Award, White Water to Blue Water Initiative, 2004 

 
Current  Sponsored Research (University of the Virgin Islands) 
 
D. Wilson and P. Jobsis: “MRI: Acquisition of Ocean Gliders for Marine Science Research Support at the University of the Virgin 
Islands”, National Science Foundation, $840,627, 9/1/22 – 8/31-24 
 
D. Wilson, “Passive Acoustic Monitoring for Marine Mammal Stock Assessments using Gliders in the Caribbean: Filling a NMFS 
Operational Gap”, University of Miami Cooperative Institute for Marine and Atmospheric Science/NOAA Southeast Fisheries 
Science Center, $467,502, 7/1/23 – 30/6//25 
 
P. Jobsis, and D. Wilson,  “Development of Strategies for Sargassum Mitigation in the US Virgin Islands Using Oceanographic 
Methods and Modeling”, US Department of Interior, $499,796, 6/1/22 – 5/31/25. 



 

 
 
Recent Contracts and References, W. D. Wilson / Caribbean Wind LLC 
UNESCO (through IOCARIBE, the Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission Sub-Commission for the Caribbean and 
Adjacent Regions) 
Consultant, Preparation of Regional Ocean Decade Actions proposals in support of the Western Tropical Atlantic Regional 
Planning Group and Eastern Tropical Pacific Activities (Tropical Americas) Action Plan 
Cesar Toro c.toro@unesco.org 
 
AXYS Technologies, Inc. 
Project Support, US East Coast Projects Coordinator (2016-present), Project Integrator , Business Development 
P.S. Reilly psreilly@axys.com 
 
Rutgers University 
Principal Investigator, Mid-Atlantic Coastal Ocean Observing Regional Association Chesapeake Bay Interpretive Buoy System 
(NOAA Chesapeake Bay Office) Chesapeake Bay Ocean Acidification Buoy (NOAA Ocean Acidification Program) Challenger 
Glider Mission 2020, 2021 – Hurricane Gliders in the Caribbean 
Scott Glenn glenn@marine.rutgers.edu 
 
University of the Virgin Islands 
Deployment and Maintenance of EPSCOR Ocean Buoy 
Deployment of a Real-time Current and Wind Measurement System Integration and Deployment of a Real-Time Subsurface 
Thermistor Mooring Courtesy Professor, Center for Marine and Environmental Studies 
Paul Jobsis pjobsis@live.uvi.edu 
 
Chesapeake Bay Trust, Annapolis, MD Award 2019 – 2020 
Chesapeake Bay dissolved oxygen profiling using a lightweight, low-powered real-time inductive CTDO2 mooring with sensors 
at multiple vertical measurement levels 
 
Applied Science Associates Associate: Senior Oceanographer 
Project Manager: Mid-Atlantic Acoustic Telemetry Observing System  
Eoin Howlett ehowlett@asascience.com 
 
Sea-Bird Scientific 
Consultant: Engineering, System Design, and Business Development  
Lea Ann Zuellig LZuellig@hach.com 
 
University of Puerto Rico 
Development of a web-based ocean observing system visualization and data access system for CariCOOS and IOCARIBE-GOOS 
– P.I. Ocean and Coastal Observing – Virgin Islands (OCOVI) co-PI  
Julio Morell julio.morell@upr.edu 
 
IOC Subcommission for the Wider Caribbean Region IOCARIBE-GOOS Project Coordinator 
Cesar Toro c.toro@unesco.org 
 
Global Science and Technology 
GEO Regional Water Quality Pilot Project for the Caribbean  
Paul DiGiacomo Paul.DiGiacomo@noaa.gov 
 
Science and Technology Corporation, Columbia, MD. Deputy Program Manager, NOAA PROTECH OCEANS  
Krish Narasimhan narasimhan@stcnet.com 
 
Advanced Monitoring Methods Installation of Lake Mead Weather Buoys 
Tom Brauch tom@advm2.com 
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OEA Technologies 
Development and Establishment of a Regional Marine Monitoring and Forecasting System for the OECS  
Brian Whitehouse    bwhitehouse@oeatech.comWashington College, Chestertown Maryland 
Projects Related to Development of the Chester River Watershed Observatory  
Doug Levin dlevin2@washcol.edu 
 
Chesapeake Research Consortium 
Chesapeake Bay Interpretive Buoy System Support  
Kevin Sellner sellnerk@si.edu 
 
Current and Past Professional Committees: 
 

• Steering Committee Member, IOOS/COL US Underwater Gliders Users Group (2023 - ) 
• Member GOOS OceanGliders Working Group 
• Vice President, Sections, Marine Technology Society (2016-2018) 
• Joint Technical Commission for Oceanography and Marine Meteorology Task Team for Integrated Marine Meteorological and 

Oceanographic Services within WIS (TT-MOWIS) 
• Technical Program Chairman, MTS/IEEE OCEANS ’15 Washington DC 
• Panelist, Final Review, Caribbean Research, A Multi-Disciplinary Approach, Netherlands Organisation for Scientific Research 
• Mid-Atlantic Coastal Ocean Observing Regional Association (MARACOOS) Board of Directors, 2010-present 
• Founding Co-Chair and Regional Project Coordinator, IOC IOCARIBE-GOOS Steering Committee, 1998 - 2019 
• Steering Committee, Our Global Estuary Project 
• (Chair, Working Group 2 (Sea Level), Intergovernmental Coordination Group, Caribbean Tsunami and Coastal Hazards Warning 

System) 
• Interagency Ocean Observation Committee, Regional Integration Coordinating Entity Certification Workgroup 
• United Nations World Ocean Assessment Pool of Experts 
• Founding Steering Committee, U.S. Caribbean Observing System Regional Association (CaRA US- IOOS) 
• IOCARIBE Tsunami Group of Experts 
• IOC GLOSS Group of Experts 
• Co-Chair, Steering Committee, Chesapeake Bay Observing System 
• Steering Committee, Chesapeake Community Modeling Project 
• (Steering Committee, US White Water to Blue Water Initiative) 
• (Executive Committee, Intra-Americas Sea Initiative) 

NOS-COOP OSTEP Advisory Board Member (WOCE Data Products Committee (ADCP)) 
• Marine Technology Society, Buoy Technology Committee 
• IEEE, Current Meter Technical Committee 

 
Education 
 
B.S. Florida Institute of Technology; Melbourne FL; Physical Oceanography; 1977; Bachelor, Honors; 3.3 GPA, 4 Point Scale; 637 
Quarter Hours 
 
M.S., University of Miami; Coral Gables FL; Meteorology and Physical Oceanography; 1981; Master; 3.5 GPA, 4 Point Scale; 45 
Semester Hours
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